
 Paul’s Letter to 

the EPHESIANS 

HISTORICAL 

INTRODUCTION 



TIME AND PLACE OF THE WRITING: 

While many are divided on the time 

and place of writing, it is obvious that it 

was written during one of his 

imprisonments [Ephesians 6:20] 

mentioned in Acts 21:15-26:32 and 

27:1-28:31.  It appears that it was 

written from Rome during his final 

imprisonment in 62 c.e.  And 

represents his final letter to all of the 

Messianic disciples in Ephesus and the 

surrounding area in Asia Minor. 

 

In spite of the traditional heading, the 

words ‘in Ephesus’ does not appear in 

most ancient manuscripts.  This has 

led many to view this letter as a circular 

letter sent to believing communities 

throughout Asia Minor. 



Ephesus in 

modern day 

Turkey, was 

one of the 

largest and 

most 

influential of 

all the cities 

in the first 

century 

behind only 

Rome in Italy 

and 

Alexandria in 

Egypt.  

 



At the close of his second missionary 

journey in 49-52 c.e., Paul left Achaia, 

Greece taking Aquila and Pricilla with 

him. They stopped at Ephesus and 

were faced with the stark reality of a 

city which was held in the demonic 

grip of the Greco-Roman mystery 

religions of the day.  Paul left Pricilla 

and Aquila in Ephesus to begin 

evangelization of the city.  He 

returned on his third missionary 

journey. 



Paul returned to Ephesus and taught the twelve 

disciples who knew only the baptism of John (Acts 

19:1-7) and "went into the synagogue and spoke 

boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading 

concerning the things of the kingdom of God" (Acts 

19:8). He later taught in the school of Tryannus for 

two years, and as a result, "all who dwelt in Asia heard 

the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks" 

(Acts 19:9-10).  

 

Ephesus was full of wizards, sorcerers, witches, astrologers, 

diviners of the entrails of animals and people who could read 

one's fortune by the palm of the hand. And yet, after the 

preaching of Paul, the magicians publicly burned their 

books, "so the word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed" 

(Acts 19:19-20). Timothy and Erastus were with Paul, but he 

sent them to Macedonia, while "he himself stayed in Asia for a 

time" (Acts 19:22). 

 

 

PAUL IN EPHESUS 



3D Schematic of 

the ancient city of 

Ephesus 



MAP OF THE CITY OF EPHESUS 



THE HARBOR ROAD THAT LED INTO THE CITY OF EPHESUS. 



ARCADIAN  [ie 

Harbor] ROAD 

FROM THE 

ANCIENT 

EPHESIAN 

WATER PORT 

MARKED IN 

RED. 





THE GREAT THEATRE 

This theatre, which had a seating capacity of 25,000 was first constructed 

during the Hellenistic period,  

 



THE CURETES STREET 

This is the small portion of 

the sacred way, running 

between the Celsus 

Library and the Hercules 

Gate. Colonnaded galleries 

with mosaics on the floor 

were located on both sides 

of the street with a roof to 

protect the pedestrians 

from sun or rain.  





HADRIANS TEMPLE 

An important street was Curetes 

Street, which derived its name 

from the Curetes (priests), who 

guarded the sacred fire of the 

hestia (hearth) in the prytaneion. 

The Curetes were a college of 

priests attached to the service of 

Artemis. Many inscriptions and 

reliefs may be seen along the 

street, including a relief 

representing Nike, the goddess 

of victory, with a wreath in her 

left hand and a spike in the 

right. The most beautiful 

building on Curetes Street is the 

Temple of Hadrian and The 

Fountain of Trajan,  located on 

the northern end of the street -- 

it was dedicated to the Emperor 

Trajan at the end of the first 

century.  



Besides the cult of Artemis, there is evidence of various mystery religions, the practice of magic (Acts 

19:19), worship of Egyptian gods Sarapis and Isis, as well as devotion to large number of other deities: 

Agathe Tyche, Aphrodite, Apollo, Asclepius, Athena, the Cabiri, Concord, Cybele (the Mother Goddess), 

Demeter, Dionysus, Enedra, Hecate, Hephaestus, Heracles, Hestia Boulaia, Kore, Nemesis, Pan, Pion (a 

mountain god), Pluto, Poseidon, Theos Hypsistos, Tyche Soteira, Zeus and several river deities.  



CITY GATES ENTERED BY PAUL, AQUILA AND PRISCILLA. 

The gate with three passage ways at the right of the Celsus Library was built in 40 A.D by the slaves Mazeus 

and Mythridates for their emperor, Augustus, who gave them their freedom. A Latin inscription with inlaid letters 

made of bronze is still visible on one side of the structure. Part of the inscription states: "From the Emperor Caesar Augustus, 

the son of God, the greatest of the priests, who was consul twelve and tribune twenty times; and the wife of August Livia; the son 

of Lucus, Marc Agrippa who was consul three times, Emperor, and tribune six times; and the daughter of Julio Caesar Augustus, 

Mazeus and Mythridates to their master and the people."  



CELCUS LIBRARY 

The Library of Celsus 

built by Julius Aguila in 

memory of his father, 

Celsus, who was a 

Roman senator and 

governor-general of the 

province of Asia. Here 

thousands of 

parchments and papyri 

were stored, protected 

from dampness and 

worms by a double wall. 

Estimates of the number 

of rolls that could be 

stored in the library vary 

from 9,500 to 12,000. 

Celsus was a lover of 

books and was given 

the honor of being 

buried, not only within 

the city, but in the vault 

of his own library among 

his books. On the first 

floor of its façade there 

stood four female 

statues representing 

wisdom, fortune, 

knowledge, and virtue. 

 



THE COMMERCIAL AGORA  

It is in the form of a square, each side 110 meters, and surrounded 

completely by columns. The Agora has 3 gates, one from the front of the 

theatre on the northeast, the other one opening to the harbor on the west 

and the third one from the Celsius Library. The north side of the Agora is 

left open, and the other three sides are surrounded by a portico, in which 

there are rows of shops. At the center of the Agora was a sundial and a 

water-clock.  



GATES OF HERCULES ALONG 

CURETES STREET 

There were fountains, 

monuments, statues and 

shops on the sides of the 

street. The shops on the south 

side were two-storied. 

Ephesus had many 

earthquakes, in which many 

structures including the 

Curetes Street were 

damaged.  



TEMPLE OF 

DOMITIAN 



A CITY OF MANY PUBLIC BATHS AND 

TOILETS, AND RUNNING WATER. 

TOILETS 



A CITY OF BEAUTIFUL MOSAIC 

FLOORS AND WALKWAYS. 



THE TERRACED HOUSES OF EPHESUS 

There were two-storied houses covering an area of 900 m2. It is 

a 12-roomed house entered via a flight of steps leading down to 

a hall, to the right of which is another flight of stairs, flanked by 

a facet and basin, which leads to the other rooms of the house. 

THis is reached via a passageway. It is the courtyard, with four 

doric columns in the corners and paved in marble. The remains 

of a fountain can be seen in the northern corner of the court. 

Beyond this are the halls, which have mosaic floors and frescos 

decorating the walls. The house dates from the 1st century AD, 

but these two rooms were added in 400 AD. One of these 

rooms is flanked bya staircase leading up to the upper floor of 

the house, and beyond that is another chamber decorated with 

frescos and with a mosaic floor  

East of the peristyle courtyard is a hall with walls 4 m. in 

height. Situated next to the entrance, this room is 

decorated with fresco scenes from the plays of Euripides-

namely 'Orestes', to the left and the comedies of Menander 

to the right, namely 'Sikyonioi'. It is known as the theatre 

room because of these frescos. The other walls are 

decorated with figures, namely the combat of Acheloos, the 

river god, with Herakles to the left. The frescos in this 

room, which also has a mosaic floor, must date to the 2nd 

century AD. The house also possesses a bathroom, to the 

south of the entrance hall, with the kitchen flanking it. Next 

to this are various small chambers opening onto the 

flanking street, and the service entrance. Artefacts found 

during the course of excavation are displayed in situ.  



Ephesus terrace houses are 

covered with protective roofing which 

resembles Roman houses. The 

mosaics on the floor and the frescos 

have been consolidated and two 

houses have been opened to the 

public as a museum.  

They had interior courtyards 

(peristyle) in the center, with the 

ceiling open. They were mostly two-

storied, upper stores have collapsed 

during time. On the ground floor there 

were living and dining rooms opening 

to the hall, and upstairs there were 

bedrooms and guest rooms.  

The heating system of the terrace 

houses were the same as that in 

baths. Clay pipes beneath the floors 

and behind the walls carried hot air 

through the houses. The houses also 

had cold and hot water. The rooms 

had no window, only illuminated with 

light coming from the open hall, so 

that most of the rooms were dim.  

http://www.ephesus.us/ephesus/terracehouses.htm


HOMES IN EPHESUS WITH 

MOSAIC FLOORS AND FRESCO 

WALLS. 



AGORA 

WALKWAY 

The STATE Agora is 160 metres long and 73 metres 

wide and appears to have been constructed during the 

reigns of Augustus and Claudius, that is, during the 1st 

century A.D. In the center of the Agora, a temple in a 

somewhat different style was unearthed in 1970. This 

structure, also from the 1st century A.D. appears to 

have been a Temple to Isis.  



The Odeion, in which State affairs and concerts were held, was ordered to be 

construct by Publius Vedius Antoninus and his wife Flavia Papiana, two wealthy 

citizens of Ephesus, in the 2nd century AD. 

  

The Odeion seated an audience of 1450 and was enclosed. Since the podium next 

to the orchestra and the stage section do not conform to the style of a typical 

Roman theatre, the structure was most likely used primarly as a meeting hall for the 

Municipal Council. The location of government structures alongside strengthens this 

view.  

THE 

ODEION 



The GODDESS OF THE 

EPHESIANS 

 

ARTEMIS 

The goddess who had largely given 

Ephesus its wealth and importance -- so 

that it was a kind of Lourdes of the ancient 

world -- was at the core of so much human 

thinking. She derived from those early 

manifestations of religious belief, the 

mother-goddess figures to be found from 

Asia Minor to the Cyclades, and westward 

to Sicily. The embodiment of the female 

principle, she represented not only fertility 

but resurrection in the shape of new birth, 

the eternal return of life to the earth and, as 

found in a number of early carvings, the 

'Tree of Life'. As Isis she bore the divine 

son, Horus; and as Artemis she was the 

Mother of Wild Things, the goddess of all 

animals. The Isis-Artemis conception 

embraced everything. It could be taken at 

any level; from the simple peasant's 

conception of the divinity who would ensure 

that his beasts and land were fruitful, to the 

intellectual idea of an all-creating mother 

who sustained the whole universe."  





After years of 

archeological 

research the ruins 

of the temple were 

discovered in 1877 

by J. T. Wood. The 

platform on which 

the temple stood 

was 418 by 239 

feet, and the 

temple itself was 

342 by 163 feet 

and had over one 

hundred columns 

supporting its roof.  



"The Temple of Artemis (or Diana, according to her 

Roman name) at Ephesus ranked as one of the Seven 

Wonders of the Ancient World. As the twin sister of 

Apollo and the daughter of Zeus, Artemis was known 

variously as the moon goddess, the goddess of 

hunting, and the patroness of young girls. The temple 

at Ephesus housed the multi-breasted image of 

Artemis which was reputed to have come directly from 

Zeus (Acts 19:35). The temple of Artemis in Paul's day 

was supported by 127 columns, each of them 60 

meters (197 feet) high. The Ephesians took great pride 

in this grand edifice. During the Roman period, they 

promoted the worship of Artemis by minting coins with 

the inscription, 'Diana of Ephesus.'" (Nelson's 

Illustrated Bible Dictionary, pp. 345-346). 

 

The temple was four times as large as the Parthenon. 

Pliny the Elder (A.D. 23-79) said the temple was 

constructed on marshy soil to safeguard it against 

earthquakes. 

 

"For over a thousand years this goddess with her 

temple provided a focal point for the rich religious, 

economic, and cultural life of her worshippers. Now 

hardly one stone can be seen of one of the most 

famous buildings in the world, the Temple of Artemis in 

Ephesus. Built on marshy ground not far from the 

Cayster River, it arose on a site occupied from time to 

time by several temples of which at least one dates 

from pre-Greek days. It faced west, toward the sea 

and the setting sun. Pliny the Younger tells us that the 

columns in front of the temple were carved with 

notable events in the life of the Greeks and that the 

statue of Artemis stood in the inner sanctuary. Some of 

the statuary from this temple is displayed in the New 

Hofburg Museum in Vienna. This temple was the first 

in the world to be constructed entirely of marble."  



HERE IN THIS ANCIENT CITY OF EPHESUS, FILLED WITH PEOPLE 

COMMITTED TO THE GRECO ROMAN MYSTERY RELIGIONS OF THE FIRST 

CENTURY, PAUL, AQUILA, PRISCILLA, AND OTHERS WITNESSED FOR MORE 

THAN THREE YEARS CONCERNING THE KINGDOM OF YHVH. 



At the end of his third missionary tour, in the spring of A.D. 57, Paul stopped briefly at 

Miletus, "for Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he would not have to 

spend time in Asia; for he was hurrying to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the Day of 

Pentecost" (Acts 20:16). Paul met with the elders of Ephesus at Miletus (Acts 20:17-

38). In his final words to these elders he told them of his deep sorrow that they would 

see his face no more (Acts 20:38).  

 



"You yourselves know how I lived among you all the time from the first day that I set foot in Asia, 19 

serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials which befell me through the plots of 

the Jews; 20 how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching 

you in public and from house to house, 21 testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance to 

YHVH and of faith in our Master Y’shua Moshiach. 22 And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, 

bound in the Spirit, not knowing what shall befall me there; 23 except that the Spirit of Holiness 

testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me. 24 But I do not account my 

life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may accomplish my course and the ministry 

which I received from the Master Y’shua, to testify to the gospel of the grace of YHVH. 25 And now, 

behold, I know that all you among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom will see my face no 

more. 26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all of you, 27 for I did 

not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of YHVH. 28 Take heed to yourselves and to all 

the flock, in which the Spirit of Holiness has made you overseers, to care for the Kahal Adonai 

which he obtained with the blood of his own Son. 29 I know that after my departure fierce wolves 

will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves will arise men 

speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31 Therefore be alert, 

remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears. 32 

And now I commend you to YHVH and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to 

give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33 I coveted no one's silver or gold or 

apparel. 34 You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities, and to those who 

were with me. 35 In all things I have shown you that by so toiling one must help the weak, 

remembering the words of the Master Y’shua, how he said, 'It is more blessed to give than to 

receive.'" 36 And when he had spoken thus, he knelt down and prayed with them all. 37 And they all 

wept and embraced Paul and kissed him, 38 sorrowing most of all because of the word he had 

spoken, that they should see his face no more. And they brought him to the ship.  


